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The University has a policy of Open Access for
publications arising from research in order that
they may reach the widest possible audience,
and have a greater potential for impact. The
UK government is also promoting this agenda.

My thanks to the many colleagues who have
deposited at least one paper since April 2016,
when the new HEFCE open access policy for
the next Research Excellence Framework (REF)
took effect.
Act on Acceptance is quick and easy. All you
need are the date of acceptance and the
manuscript. Details of what to deposit and
how can be found on the Open Access Oxford
website at openaccess.ox.ac.uk.

“

Access to Oxford’s published
research, for everyone, from
everywhere, will help to highlight
the excellence of its research,
attract scholars and students,
foster collaboration, enhance
public engagement with research
and maximise the intellectual,
social, cultural and economic
impact of research.

“

When you have a journal article or conference
paper accepted for publication, please put
your Author Accepted Manuscript (AAM) into
the Oxford University Research Archive (ORA)
via Symplectic. ‘Act on Acceptance’, no later
than three months after a paper is accepted,
is mandated by the Higher Education Funding
Council for England (HEFCE) and is part of
University policy.

The University of Oxford academic
community wishes to ensure
the widest possible access to its
world-class research.

Quick facts &
where to get help

Open access
literature is
digital, online,
free to read
and free of
many licensing
restrictions

University policy on Open Access

openaccess.ox.ac.uk
Except where otherwise noted, this work is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution 4.0
International License. http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0
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A MESSAGE FROM PROFESSOR
IAN WALMSLEY

OPEN ACCESS OXFORD WEBSITE

CONTACT
Email helpline
openaccess@
bodleian.ox.ac.uk

WAYS TO ACHIEVE OPEN ACCESS
There are two main routes:
Researchers can self-archive a copy of their
article in an institutional repository such as
ORA (Oxford University Research Archive),
or a subject repository such as EuropePMC,
ArXiv, bioRxiv, SocArXiv. Anyone can freely
access the article (after any embargo period
set by publisher). No fee is charged. This
is known as the green route and is the
University’s preferred mechanism.

•

the publisher embargo is longer
•Wthanhenyour
funder permits, pay an Article

Processing Charge (APC) to make the item
freely available immediately in an open
access journal or as an OA option. This
means individuals do not need to have a
subscription or pay to read it. This is the
gold route.

Whichever you choose, the University
asks researchers to Act on Acceptance and
deposit the accepted manuscript in the
Oxford University Research Archive (ORA)
for the REF, for preservation, dissemination
and a comprehensive record for Oxford.

Deposit your
accepted
manuscripts
within 3 months
of acceptance
into ORA via
Symplectic

FUNDER-SPECIFIC
GUIDANCE: WHAT
DO I NEED TO DO?
How to meet funder
OA requirements at
Oxford

RCUK AND
WELLCOME TRUST/
COAF BLOCK
GRANTS

FAQ
Your frequently
asked questions
about Open
Access

How to apply for
funds from the Block
Grants allocated to
Oxford for Article
Processing Charges
(APCs)

TRAINING
Attend one of the
regular free iSkills
sessions.
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ACT ON
ACCEPTANCE

DESIGNATED OA FUNDING
Each granting body sets its own OA policy. Some allow you to include
OA charges in grant proposals, e.g. European Research Council.
The UK Research Councils, Wellcome Trust and Charity Open Access
Fund (COAF) do not; they provide block grants to research institutions
including Oxford.

Stay updated
via Twitter:
@oaoxford

